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	Brief research summary (in the context of ELSA).
	My main interest is in the genetic basis of regional adaptation in temperate cereals, mainly wheat and barley.  Cereals, like many plants, use environmental cues, particularly day length (photoperiod) and periods of cold (vernalization) to control when they will flower during the year.  These controls have been altered by human selection during domestication and underpin the global productivity of these species in agriculture.  Recently there has been great progress in identifying the key genes and in understanding how they work.  This means we are now in a much better position to understand adaptation and how flexible crop species are when it comes to environmental variation.  I'd also like to know if the same genes are important for regional adaptation (fitness) in wild grasses and how genetic variation within populations might impact on their ability to cope with projected climate changes.
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