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	ELSA pillar of interest
	Agricultural transitions

	Potential / existing ELSA collaborative partners
	Potential: JIC crop genetics (for genetic resource management) 

	Brief research summary (in the context of ELSA).
	Participatory crop improvement and farmers’ management of plant genetic resources.  My focus that combines biology (e.g. GxE interactions, stress tolerance) and social science to understand farmers’ perspectives and practices.  In context of ELSA, this links to methods for collaboration between farmers and other users, and on drawing out implications for germplasm use and breeding goals.  
I am also trying to develop new research developing into how farmers appreciate and manage geneflow in their fields.  This will have implications for biosafety with regards to transgenes, but also for in situ conservation of diversity.
More broadly, I am interested in what constitutes ‘pro-poor’ biotechnology, and how agricultural research institutions establish goals for this.  This process often has many tacit assumptions about how this technology will help well-being:  once goals are established, they are often hard to modify later, as crop development can take many years.  This work has relevance for helping reflect on how agricultural research priorities are set, identifying approaches that are flexible.
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